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TARGET RANGE TEACHER WINS EXCELLENCE AWARD
MISSOULA-A whopping 22 letters supporting the nomination of this year’s winner of a prestigious
education award share a common theme: Melodee Smith-Burreson is a great teacher.
The Maryffances Shreeve Award for Teaching Excellence is presented annually by The
University of Montana’s School of Education to a teacher who goes the extra mile both inside
and outside of classroom walls.
Burreson, a second-grade teacher at Missoula’s Target Range Public School, was
selected for the Shreeve Award based on her 24 years of exceptional teaching in Western
Montana schools. The award recognizes her skill, innovation and commitment as a teacher.
“I can’t imagine anyone fitting the criteria for selection any better than Melodee
Burreson,” said Target Range Principal Russ Lodge in his nomination letter. “I [am] amazed
by the magnitude and consistency of her efforts to go above and beyond the norm for her
students over a number of years.”
The $2,000 Shreeve Award was established in 1992 to honor the master elementary
teacher who taught for 37 years in Montana. Shreeve died in March 1998.
Burreson will be presented with the award at a gathering of her colleagues —the School
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of Education’s 11th annual Teacher Education Reception - on March 4. The reception also
honors several hundred western Montana teachers for supervising student teachers and interns
from UM.
Burreson, a Havre native who moved to Missoula as a child, attended Washington and
Hawthorne grade schools and graduated from Hellgate High School in 1972. She earned a
bachelor of arts in education from UM in 1976 and went on to teach at Evergreen Elementary
School in Kalispell before coming to Target Range in 1978. She has taught fourth, fifth and
second grades during her 22 years there.
Among those singing Burreson’s praises in reference letters was a former student now
completing a degree in elementary education at UM.
“If I could be half the teacher she is,” wrote Amy Schwenk, “I would surpass many of
my goals and dreams. I can only hope to reach as many students as she has during her teaching
profession and maybe touch the life of a student, as she had done for m e.”
State Attorney General Joe Mazurek called Burreson “ ... the consummate professional
teacher - a Montana treasure in the classroom and the community.”
Lynn Schwanke, Missoulian Newspaper in Education coordinator, related a goose
bump-producing anecdote.
“Two of our children were in Mel’s class, so I have a parent’s perspective as well as a
professional relationship with M el,” Schwanke wrote. “For three of those years, the students
raised guinea pigs. Long-haired Wilbur crossed with a smooth-haired Charlotte produced four
hopping-popping long-haired babies. Dominant genes.
“One of the fifth-graders accidentally stepped on Fernie and killed her eight days after
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she gave birth, but the babies lived without mother’s m ilk,” she continued. “Here were lessons
dealing with death, the miracle of life and learning to forgive. Our son is a junior studying
genetics at the University of Montana.”
Two letter-writers talked about a unique practice employed by the teacher.
“Mrs. Burreson has a habit of referring to her students as ‘geniuses,’” wrote parent
Cathy Marshall. “She will say [to the class] that not everyone could do the next assignment,
but since her students are all geniuses they won’t have any trouble at all. What an uplifting
atmosphere for learning this creates.”
Second-grader Jay Corti agreed. “I think she’s the number one teacher,” he said. “I
know there are a lot of other really good teachers but I think she’s the best one out of all the
others. She makes us feel really good because she says we’re a group of geniuses.”
Perhaps the most direct appeal, however, came from another of Burreson’s students.
“My name is Laurel Kato. I’m in the second [grade]. Mrs. Burreson is my teacher. I
like her because she really likes kids and she reads lots of [stories] to us. From, Laurel Kato.
P.S. Pick her.”
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